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an attempt to inject the " poison of Communalism into
the Indian body-politic." Rani Lakhshamibai Rajwade,
on behalf of the All-India Women Conference, sent the
following cable to the Prime Minister :
" Our Conference read with deep sorrow the Communal
Award as touching the women of India. Standing un-
equivocally for the principles embodied in our joint
memorandum and the recent statement, we totally dis-
approve and strongly protest against the proposals which
failed to recognize our rightful position and seek to establish
in our midst communities which will remain permanently
estranged from the National life."
The Hindus, who had organized themselves under a
Mahasabha l for the protection of their rights, denounced
the Award as being partial to the Moslems, whose position
they declared would now be greatly strengthened in all
Provinces. Fear, suspicion and jealousy engaged the com-
munities in intolerable wrangles, and in the meantime,
Gandhi declared his fast-unto-death. The issue here was,
as stated above, the representation of the Depressed classes.
Therefore, their leaders and some of the representatives of
the Caste-Hindus hurried to Poona, where Gandhi was in
prison, with a view to suggesting a modification of the
Communal Award in reference to the Depressed classes.
Following upon negotiations which lasted for about a
week, their leaders were induced to renounce separate
electorates for Depressed classes by an offer of a dispro-
portionately large number of seats to be reserved for them
in general electoral rolls. It was agreed that 148 seats in
the Provincial Legislatures should be allotted to them (com-
pared with 71 seats under the Premier's Communal Award);
that 18 per cent, of the seats in the Central Legislature to
be allotted to the general electorates should be reserved
1A great Assembly of the Hindus, recently organized, with a view to
providing for Hinduism the same kind of opportunity for self-expression
as the deliberations, for example, of the National Assembly of the Church
of England have since its inception in 1920 provided for that Church.
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